Venom is Cobra-speak for letters. So people, if you have words of congratulation, condem-
nation, advice or wider general interest; this is the place for your tuppence worth. If you’ve
got something to say, please send it to Cobra Magazine (Letters), 11 Meadow Close, Hove,
Sussex BN3 6QQ. Alternatively, E-mail kitcarman@ntlworld.com

Not Impressed!

Dear Mr Tanner,

I find your piece on page 11 of the Cobra Section of the
February Kit Car Magazine disappointing. I imagine
your solicitor cleared the very obvious innuendo (that
RV Dynamics is a ‘pox’company — BigEd), as sailing just
the right side of actionable. You will, I expect, defend
it as simply humour. However enthusiasts, who have
followed, enjoyed and supported this fragile industry for
many years, will recognise exactly what’s going on and
feel sad.

Yes, [ am on nodding terms with Vince Wright; that is,
I nod to him at shows and usually receive a smile of
half recognition. (You dont need to go to a show for
that — most town centres are usually home to a group
of ‘smilers’ enjoying ‘care in the community’ — BigEd).
He’s a qualified Aircraft Engineer (actually he isn't; his
HNC might qualify him to be a technician — BigEd) and
could be earning a comfortable living, (he only managed
to sell a dozen of his former kits over 9 years, hardly a
living — BigEd), like you, here. But he’s chosen to put
everything he has in the world on the line, in order to
follow a dream. Creative men of action are a little thin
on the ground these days. They deserve our admiration,
rather than your tasteless attempts at ridicule.

Yours sincerely, Tony Higgs — Dunmow, Essex.

Well Tony,

You’ll gather from the remarks I’ve already grafted-in
that I’m unrepentant. What has made this industry fragile
has been the downright corrupt influence of a particular
journalist/publisher. He’s been ‘rigging the market’ in
return for ‘a slice of the action’ for years. If you look back
over what I’ve reported in respect to the Python; you’ll find
that all I’ve done is to p155 on that publisher’s fireworks.

Simpletons like Vince choose to be abused by such
unscrupulous publishers. It’s therefore inevitable that in
exposing the later, the former will get caught in the cross-fire.
Apart from that, life isn’t fair. The basis for reward isn’t
in what’s put in, but in what’s achieved and, sadly, Vince
hasn’t achieved much. I could detail the deficiencies in the
Python because there are plenty, but that isn’t necessary at
this stage because there isn’t a factory producing them any
more. There was an almighty row in which Vince became
embroiled in a legal battle with Zarook (the owner of the Sri
Lankan factory building). The result of that, a year ago, was
the paralysis of production.

I’m not hiding behind humour; I sincerely believe that RVD
is a ‘pox’ company that will disappoint its customers. Has
it occurred to you that I might know more about this sad
cauldron of corruption than you’ve gleaned through an
exchange of smiles? The next letter is from Vince himself.
It might not illuminate us concerning technical matters, but
I think it offers interesting insights pointing to the truth in
my humour.

BigEd
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Funey Speling !!! We had a good laugh !!!
Hi Den,
thought i would say what a good show it was for me at Stafford !!!

had so many people on the stand never got a brake (break - BigEd)
all weekend, had lots of people ask what the Fu*k you was (were -
BigEd) talking about in your RAG when you keep on ranting about
the Python, and the fact that you said it could not be done, it
was a shit body from new moulds, and all the rest of you (your

BigkEd) total BULLSHIT !!! I just said that they should not be
to (too - BigEd) hard on you as you was (were - BigEd) still not
over you (your Bigkd) MENTAL HEALTH problem. and they all said
they thought that was the only exploration (wro
here BigEd) for all of the bull in you

ng word altogether
BigEd) RAG !!!

+

(youz

OH they loved the front cover SPELLING MISTAKES ON YOU (YOUR -
BigEd) RAG !'!! we had a good laugh !!!

Vince
PS say hi to Zarook as he is having a hard time of it in Sri

Lanka! with no Companys (companies or BigEd) no
income and locked bank accounts!!!

company’s -

The above arrived by e-mail; unedited save for the spelling corrections in red.

Hi Vince, you're truly priceless!

Tell me, as a person who makes so many spelling mistakes - what do you find so funny
about other people’s typographical errors — two missing iota’s to be precise! At least
you had the bottle to write in your own name. Your publisher friend hid behind what
looks like another fabricated reader’s letter in order to make the same point!

Having corrected your spelling, let me correct a couple of your factual points too. |
never said that the Python couldn’t be built. | pointed out that Which Kit Car? was
wrong to vote it the best economy Cobra two years before they had seen one. Do you
know why they did that?

I never said the Python body was ‘shit’; | said it was ‘untried’, which was true at the time
(and since only one prototype has been built, it remains true today). | actually pointed
out that your advertising claim that everything fits perfectly’ was very premature. Why
did you make this and other patently false claims three years before making the first
car?

I'm surprised that you were busy all weekend when every other manufacturer has
reported that Stafford was an extremely quiet show this year. You must have been
the exception; no doubt because you have an exceptional product enjoying an
unprecedented amount of publicity — six advertisements per issue isn’t it? How do you
afford such publicity when you’re not even in a position to deliver goods?

Why are you so gleeful in reporting that Zarook, your financier, has had his business
bank accounts frozen? | would have thought that was bad for the both of you. After all,
| wouldn’t knowingly trade with a business whose senior partner is subject to a police
investigation — would you?

How many kits did you actually sell at Stafford? In the absence of Zarook’s finance, and
without his factory building; how will you make them?

The absence of satisfactory answers to the above and other questions; along with my
assessment of your intellect through letters such as this; added to your dishonesty in
dealing with this magazine; together lead me to conclude that yours is not a business
to be recommended. Are you surprised?

Den Tanner. MD of Kitcars Intl. Ltd. Publisher of Kit Car and Cobra magazines.
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