In the last issue, Big Ed, Den Tanner, promised to relax, chill-out and cool-down. Not only
that, but to knuckle-down to doing what he’s here for — promoting this fabulous industry.
Well, I think that he’s done just that in this volume; there’s plenty of Cobra speak with a little
light-spirited humour thrown in for good measure.
You’ll see that his latest photograph shows that he’s got over his hump and is riding to
victory! He might not look much like Luke Skywalker but he doesn’t need to because the
‘dark side’ is nowhere in sight......

Is Big Ed over
the hump? Or is
he on Star Wars
patrol looking for
the Dark Side?
Either way; may
the force be with
him!

I’ve been a right busy boy since the last issue.
Rather than getting all hot’n’bothered about
you-know-what; I’ve been doing some thinking,
planning and attending to a number of jobs that
should really have been done months, if not years
ago. As a result we’ve now almost got a new SVA
book and new invoices but, more importantly,
we’ve got a plan for 2005......

Single Vehicle Approval

It never ceases to astonish me how time just flies by. It was over
8 years ago that the government announced the introduction of
the SVA test for kit cars. It caused quite a panic at the time;
not least because there was considerable ambiguity concerning
what the test criteria were going to be and precisely what the
government’s motivation was in introducing the scheme in the
first place.

One of my first decisions as a publisher was to produce a
pamphlet detailing the test criteria. That caused a stir at the time

because, on the one hand, the details it contained were subject to
Crown Copyright. On the other hand, the government’s position
was that it couldn’t release the test criteria until it had finalised
every jot and tittle of the full test.

The position was that confusion prevailed and the market was
nervous. So, in 1997, a year before the introduction of the test,
I threw caution to the wind and published a draft version of the
test with notes saying what was fixed in stone and what was
subject to revision. As things became clearer; revised versions
of the original pamphlet were published, along with articles
about various vehicles that had been through various pilot and
trial tests. By the time the fourth edition was published, the
work was substantial enough to be described as a book and was
given an isbn (international standard book number).

The fourth and fifth editions were both sellouts. So, I’ve been
spending some of my ‘reformed’ time re-compiling the sixth
edition of the Kit Cars and the Law guide. You’ll find more
about the new book in the Hissing section and more about the
way the SVA test has influenced Cobra design on pages 67 to
82.

Crook meets Robert

Last volume I reported on Bob (Robert) Busbridge and his
little South London workshop come factory. What I didn’t say
was that Bob had deliberately kept his operation low-profile on
account of the legal battle in which he was engaged; concerning
his rights to use the Viper trade mark.

I’m ever so pleased to be able to report that Bob has finally
won his legal battle against Ken Crook. He now firmly owns the
Viper name and is now consequently in a position to rebuild his
Cobretti company to its former glory.

I know of the debilitating effect that legal battles have on ones
outlook. So, I for one am very happy for Bob. I’ve recorded the
whole judgement in the Hissing section. Let’s hope that’s the
last we’ll see of Crook in this industry and let’s hope that Bob
does truly get back on the job. I hope to feature one of his cars
in detail in the not too distant future.

Well done Bob!

Try as he may;
Big Ed couldn’t b
find one of these X
tauntaum’s from
the planet Hoth

Even if he could have found one,
he didn’t want to ‘cool-down’
or be ‘chilled-out’ to this extent
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