feel a bit like Comical Ali, the Iraqi
information minister who, during the recent
war, appeared nightly on international TV
telling the world that everything in Iraq was
under control while bombs and bullets flew
and general mayhem was unmissably evident
directly behind him. Then, as now, you will
draw your own conclusions and they can only
be that a battle is going on in the kit car press.
That said, a battle has been going on for four
years during which time it has made its way
to the High Court and there, reached a
resolution. So why the continued sniping?
The answer is that the resolution of the
matter before the court was entirely different
from the matters that are fuelling the
continued conflict. The matter before the
court concerned challenges to editorial
comments made in Which Kit? in respect of
the Pilgrim Sumo which my publisher, Den
Tanner, then the MD of Pilgrim Cars,
strenuously denied. The allegations were not
withdrawn so, Den Tanner was presented
with two choices; either roll over and absorb
the unfair attack or fight to protect his
business. He fought and though the ensuing
litigation has been damaging, expensive and
unpleasant, under the terms of the resolution
and final agreement, he has won by securing
an apology from Which Kit?’s editor, Peter
Filby which was duly published in Kit Car.

The continued conflict concerns Which
Kit?’s attitude to the commercial rules that
govern competition between magazines, the
manner in which products are promoted and
the effect it has on both readers and kit-
buying customers. Is there a chance for
peace?

In such cases the equivalent of the UN
peace-keeping troops would be the
advertising standards authority, trading
standards officers and the Press Complaints
Commission, all of whom have been
contacted and all of whom have failed to do
much at all save to write letters which have
been largely ignored. Mr Tanner is
therefore again faced with two choices;
either let it go or fight and once again, he
has chosen to fight.

So what do I think? I support action
against anything that has either a detrimental
or potentially detrimental effect on this
magazine and Which Kit?’s inflation of its
circulation, readership and sales figure, all
discounted by the trade, are detrimental to
Kit Car. I also consider it detrimental to the
industry in general when customers become
victims of over ambitious promotion of
certain kits especially when those kit projects
are owned by Which Kit?’s Peter Filby and
promoted above established products in the
market. It’s a simple conflict of interests.

I have had a difference of opinion with
Den Tanner over the manner in which he has
chosen to conduct the fight in public as well as
in respect of what I consider the belaboured
repetition of his point of view. Is it a difference
of opinion so serious as to warrant
resignation? I think not. For a start, my
departure wouldn’t solve or achieve anything
except to distance me from an industry I have
greatly enjoyed for twenty years. It certainly
wouldn’t have any positive effect on the
cessation of hostilities. That can only come
about through Which Kit?’s compliance with
the equivalent of UN resolutions in the form
of the directives of the various trade bodies
which have been in contact with it.

Clearly these are problems which need
solving and so the battle will continue until
they are. That said, as Den Tanner has
pointed out in Your Say on page 16, in
respect of continued published attacks on
Which Kit?, that’s it unless things change.

That a battle is going on is not something
that can be ignored but fighting such battles
in not Kit Car’s raison d’etre; that is and
remains the promotion of the kit car industry
and its excellent range of products. That is
something we will continue to do but it’s an
undertaking that becomes far easier to
achieve when both magazines serving the
industry are credible.

COMING UP NEXT MONT

RAW STRIKER

TORERO S
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“1t looks like it's been settled officially
so why can't you leave it at that?”

The Which Kit2 saga has run for 3 months and is now getting boring. This month

I'm concluding the assault, but am making clear that it's not the end of the war — but

rather a conditional ceasefire on my ferms. In the whole campaign, not a single

word was said in favour of Mr Filby nor in his defence, which indicates that | got a

completely accurate measure of the man. So | ought, because he's been my

sparring partner for a good few years. | dare say that he's taken aback by the fact

that | foo can use the printed word to devastating effect. The difference between us

is that I've printed the fruth,

The letters opposite record the fact that I'm being chastised for not doing it

sooner, praised for my belated endeavours, encouraged to continue and at the

same time |I'm criticized for printing this “nonsense”. It all goes to show that you

can't please all of the people all of the time.

I've said all that needs saying for the time being, so failing any new information

coming my way, I'm muzzling my guns and putting some effort info telling you
what's good about Kit Car rather than what's bad about Which Kit2

Den,

I've been following the whole
Which kit? debate with interest
and just wanted to let you know
that | am 100% supportive of your
position... And | won’t be
purchasing Which Kit? in future as
a consequence.

Keep up the great work...

Steve Danials - by e-mail

Steve,
Thanks for your vofe of support.

You will be pleased to know that you're
in the majority camp.  Since publication of
the June issve, Kit Car magazine has
experienced quite a boost in three areas.
Subscriptions have increased. The gap in

14 KITCAR

the numbers of classified ads in the two
magazines has risen.  So much so that
Which Kit2 is now offering fo run them for 3
extra months instead of 1. Finally, we've had
an awlul lof of votes of confidence from the
trade along with their support in terms of
increased ad bookings. | don't yet know
how sales in shops have fared, but I'm
confident the patiern will be repeated there
foo.

We've had only a handlful of complaints
and none of those have criticized the
substance of what 've said, but rather my
bullish style. — All written complaints have
been published, whilst those put verbally add
nothing further, save one lady who felt the
Pinochio Fibly picture (page 185) goes oo
far. At the Newark show [ was
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congratulated, praised and thanked on
dozens of occasions by the otherwise silent
maijority. Most people understand that he
lied, bluffed, cheated and bullied himself
info his position, then shamefully abused
the trust that comes with it. - Consequently,
nobody’s shedding any fears at his being
humbled.  In fact most, particularly
manufacturers, think it's a hoot.

I've done what | set out fo do and my
campaign is now over apart from the fact
that cerfain of what's already appeared is
pre-printed for future editions. To continue
by printing more of the same would be
boring and unproductive. If fresh material
turns up — thats a different matter.

Den Tanner — kitcarman@ntiworld.com
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Dear Mr. Tanner
I do not want to join the 'Which kit?'
debate.

I do just wish to say that had |
read your magazine or if you had
published the information about PF
earlier 1 might have had second
thoughts about parting with my
money. Yes, I'm another poor soul
who has lost money to PF. I’'m now
having to source my own parts for
the AF Sports having already paid
PF!

Would | still have built it? Yes,
because with hindsight it is still a
good looking car and the build has
been made possible by the efforts
and generosity of Dave Pepper,
who has given many hours of his
time to help me build the car.

I do think you should warn
people in your publication about
anyone unscrupulous. | really
cannot afford to be over £600
down, having paid PF and now
having to pay all over again for the
parts he will not produce. In fact,
he no longer acknowledges my
letters nor even returns any
telephone calls! And I am merely
the customer. | should like to take
him to the small claims court, but
really do not have the time.

Suffice it to say I shall be taking
a subscription to your publication in
future and when the car is finished

it will never be seen at any show
where PF has any interest!
Keep publishing.

Tim Murrill

P.S. Would you like to see the
finished product and perhaps have
an article on the car - Dave Pepper
deserves some praise.

Tim,
Let me answer your last question first. Kit Car
magazine is very much for and about
customers like you. For that reason, we'll be
very happy fo include you and your car in our
display cabinet section when you've built it.
I'm glad you've maintained good
relations with Dave Pepper. How on earth
he managed fo get duped and seduced by
Mr Filby's silky smooth words and
undeliverable promises | cannot fathom. |
guess he’s really foo nice to be a
businessman, but now he's distanced himself
from Fibly, I'm sure he shall prosper. He
abounds in skill, good intentions and is of
good character. Toplight kit car companies
are built on such material.  The AF Sports
was a good car and | dare say that with
Dave'’s additional experience he shall make
it even better. However, for the time being
Mr Filby appears to have stolen Dave's
design and frade name — a really sad saga.
I'm sorry that | let you down by remaining
silent for too long but am hopeful that, now

['ve let the cat out the bag, nobody else will
get "stung”. | redlize thats cold comfort to
you, so fo warm the cockles of your heart,
you can have a subscription on the house.
You raise an interesting point in your
reference fo Mr Filby's shows. | won't be
attending either — because he won't allow Kit
Car a stand.  This year he's gone further by
barring lan Hyne, Tom Saunders and all Kit
Car magazine's staff from attending, even as
paying customers.  This even affer my
agreeing fo allow Which Kit2's shows fo be
advertised in Kit Car. My offer was rejected
because Mr Filby was affronted at my refusal
fo extend a 50% discount which he believed
was his by right. Donningfon is moderafely
live, but | see that as another of Mr Filby's ill
gotten gains. He lied about its market
position for so long that the claims became
selHfulfilling because nobody was correcting
or opposing his propaganda.  In banning Kit
Car for the past 4 years its popularity has
slipped and so it should.
| digress. | wish you well in finishing your car
and for what its worth, a County Court small
claim costs only about £100 fo issue and is
all done and dusted in a short informal
hearing in which the facts are stated. You'll
get the £100 back from Mr Filby along with
the £600+ he's effectively stolen from you. |
know its a ballache taking matters o law,
but he otherwise stands fo profit from a further
dollop of ill gotten gain.

Den Tanner — kitcarman@ntlworld.com

Den,
Don't you really think its time to stop
this nonsense?

I don't blame Peter Filby in
writing to you, as for the last 2
months you have continved fo
attack him. Fortunately he doesn't
see it necessary to continue to waste
3 pages to these arguments each
month.

It looks like it's been settled
officially so why can't you leave it at
that?

If this continues I won't be
wasting more of my hard earned
money on your magazine with this
rubbish in if!

Your magazine is good, as is
Which Kit? and I buy both. Stop this

before I and others change our
minds!

Paul Alibone - Swindon

Paul,

| valve your input but don't agree that ['ve
written nonsense and neither do  Steve
Danials, Tim Murrill and many others. | don’t
even agree that I'm engaged in an argument
- I'm simply stating the truth. If there’s an
argument then 'd like to hear the other side
of it, but instead all | hear is deafening
silence.  Having faken issue with these two
points, | agree with your main point. ['ve
exposed a cheat and humiliated a bully and
with that mission accomplished its indeed
time fo stop. | can see that you think ['ve
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already gone foo far, so here’s some of the
background.

Back in 1998,
manufacturing the Sumo, Mr Filby launched

when | was
an unprovoked attack on that model for no
ofher reason than it was produced by me at
a fime when Kit Car was advancing. That
sparked litigation which | kept out of the
public domain because | thought readers
wouldnt be inferested.  Mr Filby took a
different view, in November 2000 he started
a fresh round of extremely damaging adverse
publicity which continued through o July
2001 - yes @ months of it. Some was
personally focused on me, the rest on the
Sumo.  His recent apology was a clear
admission that his core allegations were
groundless. His attacks, quite simply, were »
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based on a pack of lies, and knowingly so.

The commercial damage caused to my
Pi/grim business, the stress of the /iﬁgoﬁon,
which | was conducting inperson at the time,
and the general feeling of injustice caused
me fo suffer dreadfully. In fact | had a mental
breakdown which forced me to sell Pilgrim
Cars. The 17 years of building that business
were lost due fo the bullying antics of a man
who cannot fell truth from lies because he
doesn't know right from wrong. Quite apart
from what's been printed, | have additional
reasons for making such assertions but lack of
space prevents elaboration.

and

underway fo resolve matters when the March

Negotiations litigation  were
issue of Which Kite came out with allegations
conceming Kit Car magazine.  VWe were
reported as having “dubious standards”, of
"tarnishing” Which Kite's reputation and were
hypocritically accused of doing things that
Which Kit2 was doing itself. Again, these
snipes were without provocation and were
groundless. At the same time Which Kife
ctrrogcmf/y and um‘rufhfu//y announced that it
was “racing ahead in 2003" - this on fop of
all its other false claims.

You can imagine that my feelings were
running high. It was clear that having
disposed of the first argument with a
“worthless” apology, Mr Filby was pointing
his guns af my remaining assef, Kit Car
magazine. So the seftlement of the first mafter
offered cold comfort fo me when it came fo
my deciding how fo respond fo the new
threat. | calculated that counferatiack was my
best form of defence and reasoned that there’s
no point in doing that half heartedly.  So |
primed my guns and pointed them in the
[ think

you should give due credit fo the fact that |

direction of the guns pointing at me.

fired only the truth. Which Kit2 has indeed
been lying. It did make bent claims and was
biased. Even the subjective claims it makes of
itself are questionable. Take Mr Filby’s
assertion that his production standards are
way above ours, then set that against the
misprinted date on the very next cover
Which Kit2 is differently produced — its not
befter.

[ note your praise for the fact that Mr Filby
has not responded, but the fruth is that he
can't. Not a single person, Filby included,
has called info question any point I've mad.
He hasn't even pleaded mitigating
circumstances. Astonishing, isn't it

He has in fact responded in deed, in that
many of Which Kit&s product’s adverts have
considerably shrunk in size and their numbers
reduced from 34 in its March issue fo 18 in
August. Some false claims have been
removed and the series on the AF Sports
ended prematurely. | even note that Which
Kife has accepted is first Pilgrim advert in
many vears. All proving my gunboat policy
was right.

However, like | said in June, Mr Filby can
correct the outward appearance, but behind
the scenes he's siill trying to sell a Cobra, a
Seven replica and a Roadsster as well as the
Bugrat and the Nemesis. They prefty well
cover the entire spectrum of kits. | therefore
still have serious misgivings concerming the
subfle slant that such a depraved edifor is
likely to apply when covering these kits, or
their competitors.  More especially as I'm
closing off the more obvious means for his
implementing his con-ricks.

Not only is it perverse that customers
should pay fo be deceived, but its damaging
fo honest manufacturers who face unfair

if | notice Which Kite

competition.

distorting the fruth  then
Similarly, if | can help any of the customers

| shall say so.

who've lost money fo Fibly's shams, | shall do
so. | shall not hesitate in exposing further
malpractice either. Indeed, in all these cases,
| have a duly o do so.

Subject to the above provisos, I've
finished. There shall be no further broadsides
subject to my addifional personal provisos,
namely that me and my magazine are not
subjected to further of Mr Fibly’s sniping,
hypocrisy or innuendos and that he desists
from lying about Which Kite’s position
I'm simply not going fo
repeat the mistokes | made in 1998 and
2001 in staying silent when | should have
protected my business.  If Mr Filby wants fo
throw stones at me — he had better board up
his own windows first, because fo quofe
Winston Churchill, if he sows the wind — he
shall reap a whirlwind. If he fires his pathetic
popgun in my direction I'll refurn a volley of
I've hit Which Kit2
with pinpoint accuracy, leaving it floundering
and ifs captain mute with shelkshock. | can
do so again.

For now I'm muzzling my guns and I'm
concentrating on the positive promotion of Kit
Car magazine. | and all the staff here want
fo keep all our readers happy dll the time.
Unfortunately, that's not possible — just look af
the divergence of opinion on rhese fwo
pages. What we can do is explain the
background such that even if you can't
agree, you might at least understand.  Its my
sincere hope that I've not lost you as a
customer, but as | said, | can't please
everybody, no matter how hard [ fry.

compared fo Kit Car.

salvos from my howitzers.

Den Tanner — kitcarman@ntlworld.com
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The Complete American V8 Performance Parts Centre

FORD V8
302
347
351W
408
460
Most engin vailable with choice of new or re-machined
blocks. Pacl pplied ready to run and complete with all
an ies. Power output 220 to 500+ HP

Full parts supply for self build

Roadcraft UK Ltd Unit 15 Winston Business Centre, Lancing Busine rk, Lar
Tel: 01903 522900 Fax: 01903 879774 www.roadc
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Edelbrock
Authorised Dealer

TREMEC 3550 & TKO
Transmissi

Complete packages include gearbox, bellhousing, clutch set,
flywheel, fork, bearing, external slave cylinder, mount & fixings

Our one piece (no adaptor plate) cnc machined, heat treated
bellhousing designed for Chevrolet V8 accep!
flywheels (inc. Street Twin), the clutch fork prov
reduced pedal pressure and uses external slav
maintenance. Steel bellhousings also from stock.

Also available for Ford V8’s

‘est Sussex BN15 8TU
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The legendary AC Cafira
is one ol the world s altimate
no-Compromdse sparts cars.”

—, a=o
i .
-b’ C AC
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AC Cobra: Haynes Great Cars
The truth behind the Anglo-American legend
Rinsey Mills

160 pages with over 300 photographs, mainly in full colour.
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One of these Vipers




