Rather like the SR V8, but for
very different reasons, the
once much respected Python
hasn't enjoyed an easy ride
through its protracted return
to the Cobra replica scene.
However, it's now nearly
sorted: the 5ri Lankan
factory is running smoothly,
deliveries are being made
and the prototype will be at
stoneleigh.

WHEN RV DYNAMICS MOVED
its manufacturing facilities from
Essex to S Lanka in 2002, the
company was certainly prepared
for some hiccoughs

Establishing a new factory,
training new staff and sorting
fresh production systems isn't
easy if a company s moving
100 miles. But when it moves
thousands of miles to an island
in theindian Ocean which has a
culture all of its own, disruption
and delay are guaranteed.

To complicate matters, not
long before being tempted to
mave gastwards RV's boss Vince
Wright had bought the
production rights, moulds and
Jigs fora Cobra replica that was
known during the 1980s as the
Python Roadster. Realising the
original car’s laguar based
chassis was too heavy and
complicated, Vince had
designed and built a completely
new BWW S5-sernies based
assembly before leaving these

Abave: RV Dynamics’ sizeable 5ri Lankan factory is in
Ratmalana near the capital, Colombao,

shares but hadn't had time to
revise the body as necessary
That meant the work had to be
done at the new factory in
Ratmalana, near the Sri Lankan
capital, Colombo. By no means
the ideal situation.

Teaching new skills and
training new staff, especially
those with the relaxed atfitude
50 typical of Sri Lankans, was
always going to be a test of

Below: The first complete Python to come from Sri Lanka will be displayed at the Stoneleigh
show in May. Body-wise, it will look exactly the same as this example from the 1980s.
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patience. "l really persisted, ©
smiles Vince, *The Sni Lankans
are nice people who want to
learn and gain new skills but
gr... they can be slow! Orizio
Motors, as the manufacturing
company is called out there, is
anly the second-ever car
making opération on the island
5o it's not like being in Norfolk
where almost everyone has
been trained at Lotus.”

*2003 was a long, hard
year,* he continues. “| was
even having to help finish off
the factory,
installing electricity,
making new
machinery,
partitioning-off the
vanous production
areas and so an,
Now, though,
we've got it just
about night and are
currently making
Python chassis
nurmber ten. Best
news of all is that
our demonsirator 15
nearly complete
and, barring any
last minute
disasters, will be at
Stoneleigh.®

The new
chassis, a fully
triangulated ladder
frame mated to a
multi-tubular
central backbone,
15 claimed to be the
ideal combination
of strength and
lightness. Better
still, it incorporates
purpose-designed
o crumple zones

46

WHICH KIT CAR? MAY 2004






